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A HEROINE OF THE BATTLE

JOSEPHINE RODGERS OF THE

RODGERS HOUSE PASSES AWAY

She Stayed at Her Home During

Battle Feeding and Carrying 

Water for Union Soldiers


Mrs. Josephine Slyder, wife of W. J. Slyder and one of the heroines of the Battle of Gettysburg, died on Monday, Jan. 9, at Troy, Ohio.   Death came after an illness of twelve years, caused by rheumatism, during which she was unable to walk.  She was aged 74 years.  Her maiden name was Josephine Rodgers, having been born in Adams county and during the battle she lived in the Rodgers House on the Emmitsburg road.  She lived in the house during the entire battle, the struggle raging at times all about the place and within sight.  She devoted herself to preparing food for the soldiers and carrying water and food to the wounded.   She was ordered and advised to leave the house a number of times and replied that she couldn’t leave when those wounded soldiers were crying for water.  It is related that in her ministrations to the wounded she became covered with blood.  The soldiers who knew her revered her as one of the bravest women of this great battle.  When the monument was dedicated several years ago by the Veteran Association to whom the work of Josephine Rodgers at the battle was best known, they brought her here as the guest of honor, in her crippled condition from rheumatism.  The interment of Mrs. Slyder was at Troy, Ohio.  She is survived by her husband, a daughter and a son, Mrs. Rose O’Conner and Melvin Slyder of Garrett, Ind.  

